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of the long years of peace in 1854 and to the naval preparations for the 
Crimean War. From 18x5 to 1831 Sir Byam Martin was comptroller of 
the navy and head of the Navy Board. His letters during these years show 
us an energetic, capable, upright, intelligent and open-minded official, and 
illustrate many interesting points of naval administration and procedure. 
In 1831 Lord Grey's ministry, in which Sir James Graham was first 
lord of the Admiralty, displaced him on political grounds. Martin's 
account of the transaction is a very spicy one, and, though of course ex 
parte, is sufficiently supported by documents to cast a strong light on the 
manner in which a reform ministry may deal with even non-political 
offices. Martin, who held one of the seats for Portsmouth, would not 
promise to aid the government by opposing Sir George Cockburn in his 
contest for the other seat; and this soon led to his removal, much to the 
grief of the Sailor King. 

From this time until his death in 1854 Martin continued in retire-
ment. The letters show that his high rank, distinguished services, clear 
head and honorable character caused his advice to be sought, upon a 
variety of points, by friends still actively engaged in the service. More 
interesting, though quite too miscellaneous for review, is a body of 
" Reminiscences and Notes," extending as far back as Lord Keppel's 
acquittal by court-martial in 1779, a n c l embracing many entertaining 
anecdotes flavored with salt and with high toryism. Mention should also 
be made of an account of the affair of Basque Roads (April 1809) de-
rived from the intercepted papers of an officer on board the French flag-
ship ; and of a series of Arctic letters which Sir John Ross wrote to Mar-
tin at Prince Regent's Inlet, 1830 to 1833, which he left there when, 
hardly expecting to escape, he abandoned his encampment there, and 
which were brought to England by a whaler ten years later. 

Admiral Vesey Hamilton's notes, the intelligent comments of a 
modern admiral, add much to the interest of the book. 

The History of Suffrage in Virginia, by Julian A. Chandler (Balti-
more, Johns Hopkins Press, 1901, pp. 76), is a chapter of a larger work 
on the constitutional history of the state which the author has in prepara-
tion. After a hurried and somewhat unsatisfactory treatment of the laws 
in force before 1830, the steps are more carefully traced by which man-
hood suffrage was finally established. The difficulties of the Reconstruc-
tion period are presented in clear and simple form and with apparent 
fairness. The reader is impressed with the antithesis between the Eastern 
and Western sections of the state and with the fact that the democratic 
movement found its strength in very large measure in the frontier por-
tions of the community. The severance of West Virginia from the Old 
Dominion can be readily understood by anyone who appreciates the dif-
fering sentiments of the people as they appear in the discussions on the 
subject of suffrage at various times in the history of the commonwealth. 
One or two statements are open to criticism. It is not strictly correct to 
speak of Monroe as a "representative of the American Government in 
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France at the opening of the French Revolut ion" (p. 27). It is also 
incorrect to say that Jefferson's Notes on Virginia appeared in 1783. If 
the writer is to prepare a thorough constitutional history he must cast 
aside the idea that the Virginians of 1776 did not understand " t h e 
meaning of their famous Declaration of Rights which declared that ' all 
men are by nature equally free and independent ' " (p. 22). This 
phrase does not mean that all men are entitled to the right to vote, but 
that when they were in a state of nature they were equally free and inde-
pendent. 

The statute requirement of the State of West Virginia that local his-
tory and local government should be taught in the public schools of the 
state is responsible for The History and Government of West Virginia, by 
Richard Ellsworth Fast and Hu Maxwell (The Acme Publishing Com-
pany). However laudable this desire to perpetuate local history, now 
being adopted by many states, the results must vary in accord with the 
quality and quantity of historical material at the disposal of text makers. 
The civil government portion of such a book finds no difficulties of this 
kind and at the same time is more evidently justifiable. 

West Virginia as a state made from a state and as the border or buffer 
for the old state against transmontane foes does not lend itself readily 
to such a proposition. It is a gruesome tale which the authors have made ; 
a long list of Indian uprisings, massacres, and burnings. One questions 
the advisability of preserving these sanguinary details at the expense of 
an overcrowded school curriculum. It may be that military history 
appeals more to youth than the simple story of the conquests of man 
over nature, but as one reads the eighty pages of this recital, one wishes 
that the manners and customs of the courageous ancestors of these West 
Virginia boys and girls could have occupied more than six pages ; that 
the gradual development of the natural resources of the state had been 
described; that the influence of topography on the movements of the 
people had found more space ; that the interesting colonial history of old 
Virginia might have been considered more of a heritage for the West 
Virginia of to-day; and especially that the people of the mountain part 
of the state might have been considered part of the great history of the 
Old Dominion before the Rebellion. 

In proof of what might have been done by the authors, the best writ-
ing in the historical part of the book is contained in the descriptions of 
tide-water and up-land Virginia, as two separate peoples for many decades 
before separation. One fifteenth of the money represented in the bonded 
debt of the state had been spent in the mountainous regions. The story 
of the separation is also clearly told. 

Although the authors are presumably correct in their local history, 
there are a number of questionable statements when they touch on gen-
eral United States history. The proclamation of 1763 finds foundation 
for its refusal to allow settlers in western country in the fact that they 
should wait "un t i l the land should be purchased from the Indians," 
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rather than in the statement of the proclamation itself, namely, that they 
" should not be molested or disturbed " in their possessions. Most pres-
ent-day writers will not agree with the statement that the Quebec Act 
was passed " f o r weakening the colonies," and " t o rob Pennsylvania 
and Virginia of their western lands.' ' Fewer will include Pennsylvania 
in the list when the act specifically runs the line " thence along the west 
boundary of the said province." 

George Rogers Clark appears as George Roger Clarke, that spelling of 
the family name being frequently repeated. Logan appears as " Lagan." 
No doubt this is one of the many errors in proof-reading which abound. 
The statement is made (p. 439) that the colonies became free on the 
fourth day of July and on the same day resolutions were brought forward 
for the formation of a confederation. Perhaps desire to prevent confu-
sion in the minds of pupils may account for dating independence from 
the declaration rather than the motion, but that cannot justify setting 
forward the date of bringing in the draft of the Articles from July 12 to 
July 4. Some confusing inconsistencies appear, as when the unauthor-
ized occupation of the northern forts by the British is first stated as lasting 
" more than ten years " and in the next paragraph as " two years later " 
than 1783. 

The description of the parts of local government of the state seems 
to be well arranged and within the comprehension of children. A brief 
and rather inadequate description of the workings of the national govern-
ment completes the volume of over 500 pages. The use of cheap paper 
or printer's ink which allows the type to show through in places, the ap-
pearance of " quads " or "spaces " in the line of text, and the presence 
of such a blot as obscures the text on page 495 are deplorable in a text-
book where a due regard for the eyesight of pupils should demand an un-
usually clear print. EDWIN E. SPARKS. 

A History of Adams County, Ohio, by Nelson W. Evans and Emmons 
B. Stivers (West Union, Ohio, E. B. Stivers, pp. viii, 946), is a work of 
more than local interest. The most important remains of the Mound-
Builders, the early navigation of the Ohio River by pioneers through the 
country of the Shawnee Indians, the surveyor's share in developing the 
Northwest Territory, the erection of the first counties in the territory, and 
the setting in operation of the first county and township governments, pre-
face the more ordinary matters, such as tales of pioneers, records of courts, 
and of executive authorities, military rosters, and biographies of leading 
citizens. The authors have produced a volume of nine hundred and 
twenty pages, and have divided their work into four parts. Part L is a 
history of Adams County as a whole followed by histories of its several 
townships ; Part III. is devoted to pioneer sketches and Part IV. to bio-
graphical sketches. The first of these parts contains much material of 
general interest, though it would be of greater value to the student of the 
history of the Old Northwest if the larger matters were treated in a more 
compact form with less intermingling of personal affairs. This portion 


